6                            IS THE  BIBLE INDICTABLE?
no excuse; the motive of the writer must not be considered; the law has decided that books whose intention Is to-convey physiological knowledge, and that not unduly, are obscene, if the reader's passions chance to be aroused by them; " we must not listen to arguments upon moral obligations arising out of any motive, or out of any desire to benefit humanity, or to do good to your species" (Trial, p. 257). The only protection of these, otherwise obscene,. books lies in their price; they are generally highly-priced, and they do thus lack one essential element of obscenity. For the useful book that bad people make harmful must be-cheap in order to be practically obscene ; It must be within reach of the poor, and be "capable of being sold at the corners of the streets, and at bookstalls, to every one who-has sixpence to spare" (Trial, p. 261).
The new ruling touches all the dramatists and writers that Lord Campbell had no idea of attacking ; no one can doubt that many of Congreve's dramas are calculated to arouse sexual passion j these are sold at a very low price, and they have not even the defence of conveying any useful information } they come most distinctly within the ruling of the Lord Chief Justice; why are they to be permitted free circulation ? Sterne, Fielding, Smollett, Swift, must all be flung into the dusthole after Congreve, Wycherley, Jonson; Dryden, of course, follows these without delay, and Spencer, with his "Faerie Queene," is the next victim. Shakespeare can have no quarter shown him; not only are most gross passages scattered through his works, but the motive of some of them is directly calculated to arouse the passions; for how many youthful love fevers is not " Romeo and Juliet" answerable; what of " Cymbeline," " Pericles," or " Titus Andronicus " ? Can " Venus and Adonis " tend to anything except to the rousing of passion ? is " Lucrece " not obscene ? Yet Macmillan's Globe Edition of Shakespeare is regarded as one of the most admirable publishing efforts made by that eminent firm to put English masterpieces in the hands of the poor. Coming to our time, what Is to be done with Byron ? " Don Juan " is surely calculated to corrupt, not to speak of other poems, such as " Parisina." What of Shelley, with his " Cenci ??> Swinburne, must of course, be burned at once. Every one of these great names is now branded as obscene, and under the ruling of' the Lord Chief Justice every one of them must be condemned Suppose some one should follow Hetherington's,